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Peeping Tom's Cabin is a collection of light verse for adults composed by 
acclaimed poet, anthologist, and editor, X.J. Kennedy.  An uncompromising 
formalist, Kennedy uses a broad range of long-standing poetic forms to both 
honor and skewer all classes of citizen, regardless of their revered place in 
society.  Parents, lovers, lover-wannabes, poetry critics, students, and espe-
cially notable literary figures, receive Kennedy's astute comic atten-
tion.  This collection of light verse includes many poems previously pub-
lished in journals, but until now have never been collected in a single book.  

"Widely regarded, and occasionally disregarded, as a practitioner of light 
verse . . . [X.J. Kennedy] serves his light with a healthy dose of darkness; his 
best work is a tug of war between levity and gravity." 
- Eric McHenry, New York Times Book Review 

 

About the Poet 

X. J. Kennedy, born in 1929, received a B.Sc. from Seton Hall in 1950 and a 
MA from Columbia University in 1951. He spent four years in the Navy as 
an enlisted journalist and has taught English at numerous colleges and uni-
versities. Kennedy has published six collections of verse: the earliest is Nude 
Descending a Staircase for which he received the Lamont Award from The 
Academy of American Poets; the latest, The Lords of Misrule, was awarded 
the Poets’ Prize in 2004. Kennedy has also authored eighteen children's 
books and several textbooks on poetry and fiction. Other recognitions in-
clude the Los Angeles Book Award for Poetry, the Aiken-Taylor Award, 
and Guggenheim and National Arts Council fellowships. Kennedy was 
given the first Michael Braude Award for light verse by the American Acad-
emy & Institute of Arts & Letters. 
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