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Slope of the Child Everlasting 
Poems by 

Laurie Kutchins 
 
The poems in Laurie Kutchins' new collection sustain the lyric and imagistic 
sensibility of her last book, The Night Path, but depart significantly from it in 
narrative, structure, voice, and topic. The poems in Slope of the Child Everlasting 
grew out of extended scrutiny of master poets--Matsuo Basho, Elizabeth 
Bishop, Garcia Lorca, Rainer Maria Rilke, Li Po, and others--as Kutchins 
searched for forms and voices to express post-September 11 rupture. 
 
The book's central images and voices are archetypes--who "do their work" 
largely from the soundings of the unconscious. Kutchins employs forms, in-
cluding haiku, renga, sestina, and ghazal, to present a wide range of characters 
drawn from memory and her imagination. The mountains, the great divide, 
the river, the owl and the blind man all visit the Underworld. From their jour-
ney to this fertile mythic darkness, these characters claim their futures through 
visions of the past.  
 
About the Poet 

Laurie Kutchins has published two previous books of poetry. The Night Path (BOA 
Editions, 1997) received the inaugural Isabella Gardner Award, and Between Towns 
was winner of the Texas Tech University Press First Book Award in 1993. Her poems 
have been published widely in anthologies and periodicals, including The New Yorker, 
The Georgia Review, Kenyon Review, Southern Review, Ploughshares, Poetry, West Branch, 
and Denver Quarterly. Kutchins has also published prose essays in The Georgia Review, 
LIT, and in the anthologies A Tough and Tender Kinship, and A Place on Earth: Nature 
Writers from North America and Australia. 
 
Laurie Kutchins is Associate Professor of English at James Madison University in Vir-
ginia, where she teaches creative writing. She has also been a visiting writer at the Uni-
versity of New Mexico, and a faculty member of the Taos Summer Writers Confer-
ence where she offers workshops exploring the intersection of the creative and thera-
peutic processes. Her grants include two literary fellowships from the Virginia Council 
on the Arts, two fellowships from the Pennsylvania Commission on the Arts, Educa-
tional Leave and Research grants from James Madison University, and residencies at 
MacDowell, the Ucross Foundation, and the Virginia Center for the Creative Arts. 
She maintains strong ties with Wyoming, where she grew up, a place that continues to 
impact her artistic life.  
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