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 I CARRY A HAMMER IN MY POCKET 
FOR OCCASIONS SUCH AS THESE 

 
Stories by Anthony Tognazzini 

 
I Carry A Hammer In My Pocket For Occasions Such As These is a collection of 
57 pieces that range in length from compressed paragraphs to 10-page stories.  Its 
characters, voices, and surreal scenarios are unified in a playful vision of the 
world that is equal parts metaphor, memory, cartoon, tragedy, love story, and 
song. 
 
Speed and brevity are a large part of the collection’s design. In a culture where 
attention spans are shorter and more fractured, media is dominated by quick cuts 
and sound bites, and American schedules are fuller and faster, the need for a lit-
erature for the subway and the waiting room—something to resonate in the 
smaller gaps of our lives—is emerging. To this end, I Carry A Hammer In My 
Pocket for Occasions Such As These is quick, colloquial and comic, yet challeng-
ing and highly reflective. It offers readers—at a glance—a journey into a fic-
tional world that is poetic and narrative, fantastic and familiar, accessible and 
adventurous. 
 
“Reading Anthony Tognazzini is like having a surprise party thrown in your 
honor on every page.  I Carry A Hammer in My Pocket For Occasions Such As 
These turns cartwheels, plants daisies, and sings love songs in honor of all that is 
strange, sad, serious, and sublime about being alive.” 
 
                                                                 —Myla Goldberg, author of Bee Season 
 
 
About the Author 
 
Anthony Tognazzini’s work has appeared in Swink, Sentence, Quarterly West, 
Mississippi Review, The Hat, Denver Quarterly, Hayden’s Ferry Review, Quick 
Fiction, and the Alaska Quarterly Review, among other journals. His work has 
also appeared in the collections Sudden Stories: A Mammoth Anthology of Minis-
cule Fiction and PP/FF: An Anthology. His first book, I Carry A Hammer In My 
Pocket for Occasions Such As These, will be published by BOA Editions in 
April, 2007. He was born in California and has lived in Texas, the Philippines, 
Spain, Germany, Indiana, and the Czech Republic. He currently lives in Brook-
lyn, New York, where he makes his living as a teacher and freelance journalist, 
and practices and performs with his band Sky Eats Man. 
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