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Janice N. Harrington's collection Even the Hollow My Body Made 
Is Gone was selected from over 900 manuscripts by judge Elizabeth 
Spires as winner of BOA's 5th annual A. Poulin, Jr. Poetry Prize. 
As Elizabeth Spires writes in her Foreword to the collection, “Like 
a stringed instrument that continues to vibrate after the musician 
has ceased playing, Harrington’s poems resonate. Without in any 
way simplifying or ignoring the darker side of life—pain, loss, 
death, injustice—Harrington is a celebratory poet who sees with the 
fresh, wondering eye of a child, but knows with the mind and heart 
of an adult.” 
 

About the Poet 

Janice N. Harrington’s poems have appeared in many journals. She 
is the winner of an Illinois Arts Council Artists Fellowship Award 
in Poetry and an Illinois Arts Council Literary Award. For many 
years, she worked as a professional storyteller, telling stories at fes-
tivals around the country, including the National Storytelling Festi-
val. She is also the author of two children’s books, Going North 
(Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2004, winner of many awards, including 
the Ezra Jack Keats Award from the New York Public Library), and 
The Chicken Chasing Queen of Lamar County (Farrar, Straus and 
Giroux, forthcoming 2007). Harrington has a bachelor’s in educa-
tion from the University of Nebraska and a master’s in library sci-
ence from the University of Iowa. She was born in Alabama and 
now lives in Champaign, Illinois, where she is a librarian at the 
Champaign Public Library. 
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